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1893 of Montana
Office of University Relations Missoula, Montana 59812 (406) 243-2522
MEDIA RELEASE August 21, 1987
ART ANNEX CLOSES FOR R E PA IR S  
M ISSOULA —
The Art Annex at the University of Montana will be closed 
indefinitely for structural repairs, Glen Williams, UM vice 
president for fiscal affairs, said today.
The six ceramic and sculpture classes currently housed in 
the annex will be offered this year, Williams said, but the art 
department faculty and administrators are still discussing a 
temporary relocation site.
While concerned about the safety for the 150 students who 
take courses in the annex each year, Williams said, the quality 
of the art program will be maintained.
The art annex, built in 1955 and adjacent to Grizzly Pool, 
was originally an open-air ice skating rink with a sun shade to 
preserve the ice. Thirty years later the bowstring trusse 
supporting the 130-foot roof span over the art space is no longer 
sound. The weakness in the roof does not affect the pool, which 
is in the same building.
Engineers inspecting the roof supports recently found cracks 
at joints on four trusses. The cause of the cracks and ways to 
redesign the roof structure will be better understood when a 
study of the problem is completed in two weeks.
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The remodeling of the art annex could be a "major 
expenditure," Williams said, and UM administrators will be 
seeking funding for the project. One possible source would be the 
state's emergency building fund, he said.
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